as they should not willingly let die. These thoughts at
once possessed me, and these other; that if I were certain
to write as men buy leases, for three lives and downward,
there ought no regard be sooner had than to God's glory,
by the honour and instruction of my country. For which
cause, and not only for that I knew it would be hard to
arrive at the second rank among the Latins, I applied
myself to that resolution which Ariosto followed against
the persuasions of Bembo, to fix all the industry and art
I could unite to the adorning of my native tongue ; not to
make verbal curiosities the end, (that were a toilsome
vanity,) but to be an interpreter and relater of the best
and sagest things among mine own citizens throughout
this island in the mother dialect. That what the greatest
and choicest wits of Athens, Rome, or modern Italy, and
those Hebrews of old did for their country, I, in my
proportion, with this over and above, of being a Christian,
might do for mine; not caring to be once named abroad,
though perhaps I could attain to that, but content with
these British islands as my world; whose fortune hath
hitherto been, that if the Athenians, as some say, made
their small deeds great and renowned by their eloquent
writers, England hath had her noble achievements made
small by the unskilful handling of monks and
mechanics. . . .
The thing which I had to say, and those intentions
which have lived with me ever since I could conceive
myself anything worth to my country, I return to crave
excuse that urgent reason hath plucked from me by an
abortive and foredated discovery. And the accomplish-
ment of them lies not but in a power above man's to
promise; but that none hath by more studious ways
endeavoured, and with more unwearied spirit that none
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